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month when your General Letter was dated, on which day not a word is
entered relating to the Patna affair. We mention these particulars to shew
that as a Board you have not examined the said accounts (which appear upon
a general view of them to be in some respects fallaciously stated) or even had
this affair under your consideration in such a deliberating manner as the
importance thereof and our commands of the 31th January 1755 required,
and in consequence your sentiments, as expressed in your before mentioned
letter, are clashing and confused. It is impossible therefore to give you any
final orders for resetling Patna this season, but we direct that you take a
careful view of the accounts beforementioned, together with your whole
proceedings, and give us distinctly and clearly your opinions jointly or
seperately and the reasons that induc[e] you for such opinions, whether it will
be advantagious to settle at Patna or not, and if you are for resetling, to give
us the whole of the plan which according to the best of your judgment it
will be proper to proceed on, as well pervious to your taking posession as
afterwards.
90.    As you have pointed out a method for setling the assamys* accounts,
we recommend it to, and do empower, you to proceed upon and finish the
same as a previous step necessary to be taken before resetling Patna, provided
it can be done at no great expence.   Another very material measure is the
fixing the durbar as well as all other country Government charges upon a
certain and easy footing which you are likewise previously to treat upon, and
you are to consider what number of people will be necessary to carry on the
business at Patna, and the expence which will attend the same upon the most
frugal plan you can think of, and in course very different from the old method;
your adjusting these points will greatly conduce to our sending final direc-
tions with respect to this settlement.
Sixthly and seventhly, of covenant and military
servants & their accounts
91.   We have chosen Mr. Edward Barwell to be a writer upon the Bengal
establishment and he accordingly took his passage on the ship Warwick.
92.    As you have for the present a sufficient number of writers we have
not  chosen any other for your Presidency this  season  than Mr. Barwell
aforesaid.
93.   We now transmit to you, according to annual custom, lists of all
such persons as have our permission to reside in the East Indies under the
Company's protection, who proceed accordingly on the ships of this season.
94.   We insist upon all our covenant servants executing fresh covenants
as they come of age, and giving the usual security according to their rank
in the service agreeable to our repeated orders, and particularly of the llth
of February  1756,  and we   expect that you  do  see  the  same punctually
complyed with.   Although you have had a sufficient number of blank cove-
nants sent you from time to time, yet to prevent all excuses we now transmit
you twenty four by these ships.
95.   We   are   very   sensible   that   if   such   unbecoming   behaviour   as
Mr, PlaistecTs was to be passed over without a proper resentment, it would